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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to solid polyclectrolytc membranes and processes for their production. As solid polyelectrolyte 
materials, there have been known fluoropolymers which have perfluoroskeletons and side chains bearing sulfonic acid groups and 
heat-resistant resins which have hydrocarbon skeletons and contain alkylsulfonic acid or alkylphosphoric acid groups introduced 
thereto. The fluoropolymers are excellent in heal resistance and chemical resistance but have the problem of being expensive, while 
the heat-resistant resins have the problem of being poor in chemical resistance. Further, solid polyelectrolyte materials having higher 
electric conductivities have been desired. With the purpose of providing solid polyelectrolyte membranes having satisfactorily high 
electric conductivities and being excellent In heat resistance and chemical resistance,and processes for producing the membranes, 
solid polyelectrolyte membranes are made from resins bearing both phosphoric acid groups and sulfonic acid groups which resins 
are obtained by copolymerizing a monomer bearing in the molecule a phosphoric acid group and an ethylenically unsaturated bond 
with a monomer bearing in the molecule a sulfonic acid group and an ethylenically unsaturated bond. 
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Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

r~] No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/ISA/2I0 (continuation of first sheet (I)) (July 1992) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP01/09209 



Continuation of Box No. II of continuation of first sheet (1) 

The claim of this international application describes inventions 
in claims 1 to 43. A group of inventions set forth in these claims can 
comply with the requirement of unity of invention only when there is a special 
technical feature which makes the group of inventions so linked as to form 
a single general inventive concept. 

Therefore , a discussion is made on whether there is a special technical 
feature which makes a group of inventions set forth in claims 1 to 43 so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept . A group of inventions 
set forth in claims 1 to 43 are linked only by a matter, i.e.," "a solid 
polyelectrolyte membrane comprising a resin bearing phosphoric acid groups" , 
but this matter is disclosed in, e.g., JP 57-115426 A (Asahi Glass Co., 
Ltd.), 17 July, 1982 (17. 07. 82), JP 64-22932 A (Tonen General Sekiyu K.K. ) , 
25 January, 1989 {25. 01. 89), JP 7-296634 A (Asahi Chemical Industry Co., 
Ltd.), 10 November, 1995 (10. 11. 95), and so on, thus being not a special 
technical feature. 

Among a group of inventions set forth in claims 1 to 43, therefore, 
there is no special technical feature which makes the group of inventions 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept . Thus , it is apparent 
that a group of inventions set forth in claims 1 to 43 do not comply with 
the requirement of unity of invention. 

Then, a discussion is made on the number of groups of inventions 
which are each so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, 
i.e., the number of inventions . 

Form the viewpoint of specific embodiments of inventions set forth 
in independent claims , the claim of this international application describes 
six groups of inventions, that is, claims 1-4, claims 5-9, claims 10-17, 
claims 18-25, claims 26-34, and claims 35-43. 

A group of inventions set forth in claims 10-17, 18-25, 26-34, and 
35-43 are linked by a matter, i.e., w a proton -conductive solid 
polyelectrolyte composite membrane characterized by comprising both a resin 
bearing phosphoric acid groups and a supporting sheet" which is the invention 
of claim 10. However, this matter is also disclosed in, e.g. , JP 57-115426 
A (Asahi Glass Co., Ltd.) , 17 July, 1982 (17. 07. 82) , JP 64-22932 A (Tonen 
General Sekiyu K.K.), 25 January, 1989 (25. 01. 89), JP 7-296634 A (Asahi 
Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.), 10 November, 1995 (10. 11. 95), and so on, 
thus being not a special technical feature . Since the matter set forth 
in claim 10 is, as described above, not a special technical feature, there 
is no special technical feature between the invention of claim 10 and the 
invention of claim 11, 12, 14, or 16 referring to claim 10 which makes the 
inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 
Furthermore, the matter of claim 16 referring to claim 10 is also disclosed 
in, e.g., JP 57-115426 A (Asahi Glass Co., Ltd.), 17 July, 1982 (17. 07. 
82) , JP 64-22932 A (Tonen General Sekiyu K.K.) , 25 January, 1989 (25. 01. 
89) , JP 7-296634 A (Asahi Chemical Industry Co. , Ltd.) , 10 November, 1995 
(10. 11. 95), and so on, thus being a special technical feature. Between 
the inventions of claims 16 and 17 referring to claim 10, therefore, there 
is no special technical feature which makes the inventions so linked as 
to form a single general inventive concept. 

Meanwhile, claim 5 describes a process for producing a solid 
polyelectrolyte membrane set forth in claim l, claim 18 describes a process 
for producing a solid polyelectrolyte composite membrane set forth in claim 
11, and claim 35 describes a process for producing a solid polyelectrolyte 
composite membrane set forth in claim 26; and it cannot be denied that the 
matters set forth in claims 1 , 11 , and 26 are each a special technical feature 
which makes the inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept. Further, there is no other matter which can link a plurality of 
inventions set forth in the claim. 
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Thus, claims 12, 14, 16, and 17 each describe an invention lacking 
a special technical feature because of its referring to claim 10 and an 
invention involving a special technical feature by virtue of its referring 
to claim 11. Further, the inventions referring to claim 10 are each one 
invention. Therefore, the claim of this international application 
describes eight inventions, that is, a group of inventions of claims 1 to 

9, the invention of claim 10, the invention of claim 12 referring to claim 

10, the invention of claim 14 referring to claim 10, the invention of claim 
16 referring to claim 10, the invention of claim 17 referring to claim 16, 
a group consisting of the inventions of claims Hand 18 to 2 5 and the inventions 
of claims 12 to 17 referring to claim 11, and a group of inventions of claims 
26 to 43. 

As indicated on the extra sheets, a group of inventions set forth 
in the claim can comply with the requirement of unity of invention only 
when there is a special technical feature which makes the group of inventions 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. However, the claim 
of this international application describes eight inventions, that is, a 
group of inventions of claims 1-9, the invention of claim 10, the invention 
of claim 12 referring to claim 10, the invention of claim 14 referring to 
claim 10, the invention of claim 16 referring to claim 10, the invention 
of claim 17 referring to claim 16, a group consisting of the inventions 
of claims 11 and 18-25 and the inventions of claims 12-17 referring to claim 

11, and a group of inventions of claims 26-43. 
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